GUY HENDERSON TO STEP DOWN AS ASCOT CEO AFTER 2022 ROYAL
MEETING
25th June 2021
Ascot Racecourse today announces that Guy Henderson will retire as CEO at Ascot following
next year's Royal Meeting, which will be his eighth at the helm.
Guy Henderson said:
“We make this announcement as the process to appoint the next CEO begins.
“Meanwhile, it remains business as usual as we deliver the remainder of the 2021 racing and
events programme and build towards Royal Ascot 2022 in the Platinum Jubilee year. This
will be a unique event at Ascot about which we are all very excited.”
Sir Francis Brooke, Her Majesty's Representative at Ascot and Chairman, added:
“Guy’s leadership at Ascot has been transformational since he became CEO in January 2015.
He raised the business to a new level of success and then had to face the enormous challenge
of running two successive Royal Meetings in the midst of a global pandemic. Both last year
and this, he and the whole Ascot team rose to that challenge magnificently and delivered the
best event possible in the circumstances.
“This transition process has been planned and we now look forward to Guy leading the
business until Royal Ascot 2022, while the process for the appointment of the next CEO
begins.”
Executive Search specialists Spencer Stuart have been appointed to identify the candidates.

ENDS

For further information, please contact:
Nick Smith – Director of Racing and Public Affairs, Ascot Racecourse
nick.smith@ascot.co.uk / +44 (0) 7771 791 449

About Ascot Racecourse
Ascot Racecourse was founded in 1711 by Queen Anne, who identified the land as being ideal
for horseracing when riding out from Windsor Castle. The first four day meeting at Ascot
took place in 1768 and at some point in time, the race programme started being referred to
as Royal Ascot.
The two tracks, Flat and Jumps, now provide racing all year round and Ascot hosts 26 days
of racing each year, including the five days of Royal Ascot. It is Europe’s premier Flat racing
meeting, featuring eight Group 1 races and 19 Group races in total. Typically, 300,000
racegoers attend across the five days while the event is broadcast in more than 200
territories with a reach of 650 million households.
As well as world-class racing, Ascot Racecourse is also used as a film and TV filming location
and as a venue for conferences, banquets, exhibitions, product launches and weddings, with
300 non-racing events annually. The land on which Ascot Racecourse sits is leased from the
Crown Estate, adjacent to Windsor Great Park, covering 179 acres.
For more information please visit www.ascot.co.uk

